The MARS ATHLETICS BOARD

with support from the

Earth-based GALACTIC CYCLING ASSOCIATION
the MARS TOURIST BOARD
and the GALACTIC HEALTH ALLIANCE

Proudly present

THE OLYMPUS MONS VOLCANO HILL CLIMB (MOM400)
to be held on the service road of Olympus Mons on Mars, the longest and highest paved road in the solar system.
To be held on 4th November 2300, first rider off at 7am.

On behalf of the organising committee of this unique sporting event, I would like to welcome all riders, support crews, spectators and stakeholders to Olympus Mons for the ultimate cycling challenge. The event offers the competitor the chance to cycle up the highest peak in the known Universe, to provide a unique challenge for cyclists of all abilities and levels.

I would also like to thank the efforts put in by the many people who are involved in some way; from medical staff, race marshals and other volunteers, without which the event could not take place.

I wish all the riders a successful ascent of Olympus Mons.

Thaddeus Drayton

Event Organiser
EVENT DISCLAIMER

Towards the summit of Olympus Mons, with temperatures expected to be less than minus fifty degrees, along with an atmosphere that requires the use of breathing apparatus, the dangers to people in that environment are well documented. As such, riders and their crews need to be aware at all times the hostility of the environment.
Competitors and their support crews are advised to take time to ensure they are aware of the various support notes provided to all teams, which are rules which must be adhered to. Anyone not compliant with the specific rules of this event will be liable to disciplinary action, leading to possible disqualification from the event.

RIDERS TAKE PART AT THEIR OWN RISK

Specific Event Details
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Total distance: 240 miles

Vertical Height Gain: 14 miles

Olympus Mons has a unique shape due to the way it naturally formed millions of years ago. The first section is a climb up the vertical cliff face along the service road which has been created as a zigzag pattern. The road here is 50 miles long, with an average gradient of 10%. The corners come at around one mile intervals, with the gradient increasing to around 15%, the straights feature a gradient of around 9-10%. The second section, which leads to the finish, is 190 miles long, is completely straight, with a gradient of a consistent 5%. From ground level to the very summit of the climb, the temperature drops consistently. The ambient temperature is around 10 degrees at ground level, at the top it will be minus 50 degrees or lower. The finish point will be a line across the road, with the riders led into the service area and taken into the scientific building for medical check-up. Only with the all clear given by the staff on duty will the competitor be allowed to leave the building and return back to ground level.
Course description
Course Code MOM400

START at end of layby on the road leading off the base road of Olympus Mons, just before the sign "No unauthorised vehicles beyond this point". This road is signposted as 'Olympus Mons Service Road'. Continue on this road for approximately half a mile to the base of the Olympus Mons climb. Continue on this road to ascend the first section of Olympus Mons to reach the first summit. Continue on this road for the next 100 miles to the official checkpoint where breathing apparatus will be provided to all riders. This is a mandatory stop for no less than ten minutes. Continue on the road to the FINISH which is just before the Olympus Mons Scientific Building.
The following notices are the specific rules around the event.

1. The event will be ridden under general rules regarding the conduct of time trial racing. Riders will set off at one minute intervals and are not allowed to draft other riders.

2. At various points on the course, the 'split times' of the riders will be relayed to the support crews. If they do not wish to be given this information, then they must inform the organisers before the start of the race.

3. Each rider must have an appointed support crew. There is a maximum of two vehicles allowed per rider. No drafting of the support car is allowed by the rider. 

4. The rider may be given help as necessary by their appointed support crew. At no point must the vehicle be driven forwards whilst the rider is inside the vehicle.

5. At around 150 miles, there is a checkpoint where riders are required to take on board the breathing apparatus. This is a mandatory stop. To eliminate riders gaining an advantage here, the stop will be enforced for ten minutes for each rider.

6. The rider may stop at any point on the course, but when resuming they must restart where they stopped.

7. Riders will be classified as official finishers if they finish their ride no less than twelve hours after the winner. Riders outside of this time limit will be permitted to complete their climb of Olympus Mons, but will be classified as a 'Non-Official Finisher'.

8. On finishing the race, the rider will be taken into the medical area immediately, to be checked over by the various medical staff present.

9. Official results will be announced when all necessary compliance tests and checks are complete.

10. Crews will be issued with distress beacons which may be deployed in the event of some sort of emergency to the rider or crew that requires extra help over and above what they can deal with themselves. In such an event, riders and their crews are advised to employ this emergency facility at the earliest opportunity, as due to the nature of the terrain, help can take much longer to arrive than normal.
###

Like this? Then get the full story 'Bike Racing into the Red' at www.galactic-echo.com!
